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Guiding Vulnerable Albertans
Through The Legal System
CLG is a non-profit organization that provides
free legal guidance to those who do not have
access to paid services.

We help those who fall
through the justice gaps.

who we are
In 1972, a handful of University of Alberta law students in Calgary recognized a lack of
accessible legal services for low-income people living in Calgary and implemented a
project to provide free legal advice and assistance!
50 years later, this ‘project’ has evolved into The Calgary Legal Guidance Society (CLG),
Alberta’s longest standing pro bono legal advice clinic, and has served thousands of
Calgarians who would otherwise not have access to justice. Over the years, CLG has
grown to fill many justice gaps experienced by people living in poverty or who are
marginalized.

our programs
Free Summary Advice Clinics provided each week and
across the city by dozens of volunteer lawyers.
Sahwoo mohkaak tsi ma taas (Blackfoot for “Before Being
Judged”) – the first and only Indigenous Legal Support
service in Alberta and winner of the United Way Spirits of
Gold Award in 2018.
The Domestic Violence Family Law Program – the only
legal service of its kind in Calgary, supporting hundreds of
women and children each year to safety.
Immigration Law: Serving newcomers to Canada through
advice and assistance on immigration issues.
Homeless Outreach Program – launched in 2007 as a
response to Calgary’s Plan to End Homelessness. One of
our flagship programs designed to help our city’s most
vulnerable citizens.
The Social Benefits Advocacy Program – the only lawyer
led program in Alberta focused on ensuring vulnerable
people are supported in gaining the government benefits
they are entitled to and lifting them out of poverty.
Elder Law – a free legal service for seniors and older
adults on low or fixed incomes to ensure their golden
years are secure and protected.
The Child Welfare Pre-Apprehension Program – a brand
new service designed to fill the gaps in legal support for
families and help them understand their rights and
improve their lives and the lives of their children.
The Survivors of Sexual Assault Project – the newest
service of Calgary Legal Guidance, helping victims of
sexual violence through what may be the most difficult
experience of their lives with the legal support needed to
ensure their rights are protected.
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Gala Dinner Celebration
Featuring Honourable Justice
S.L. Martin, Supreme Court of Canada

Thursday, October 20, 2022
Hudson
200 - 8 Avenue SW, 6flr
(also enter through Scotiabank Centre)

a night of celebration
The past two years have been a challenge for everyone across the world, and the challenges in getting
help to address legal concerns has grown for the most vulnerable in Calgary and Alberta. Not everyone
can be helped by Legal Aid. Many “working poor” don’t qualify financially but also can’t afford a lawyer,
and others experience legal matters which Legal Aid doesn’t address.
The global pandemic, alongside an economic recession and now rising inflation, have impacted many
organizations and foundations, and resulted in increased demand, but less resources to meet these
growing needs. Calgary Legal Guidance has experienced firsthand the strain of diminished funding and
capacity in the face of increased service demand. And despite this, we have maintained and even
increased our service levels to help ensure that as many people as possible are receiving the legal help
they need to make their lives better!
We invite you to join us in our efforts to bring access to justice to thousands of vulnerable people
this next year! Purchase a table or individual seats at the 50th Anniversary event or make a
financial donation to support our work! Access to Justice should be available to everyone and with
you, we can make that happen!

A-list attendance
Drawing upon CLG's A-list database of the provincial legal community, and featuring Honourable Justice
S.L. Martin of the Supreme Court of Canada, the Gala Dinner will gather over 200 attendees to
celebrate the dedication and commitment to working in pro bono law.

Tickets and Sponsorship
Individual tickets may be purchase at $150.00 per ticket
Tables of 8 will be available for $1,200.00 per table
Sponsorships are available by request

Purchase at:

https://clg.ab.ca/index.php/50gala/

For sponsorship information, contact:
Dalton McGrath at dalton.mcgrath@blakes.com
Lawna Hurl at Lawna_Hurl@cpr.ca, or
Philip Zachariah at boardchair@clg.ab.ca

